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From the Rector
It’s about now when many men around the
country are beginning to panic; “What do I get
her/him/them for Christmas.” I admit to being
someone who waits, generally, until the last
possible moment to do my Christmas shopping
and I also admit to struggling to come up with
new ideas for gifts. It is a serious question; What
do you get for the people who have everything?

But that’s the point of Christmas, isn’t it? We,
all of us, receive a gift we might think we don’t
need and certainly don’t deserve. Year after
year, for 2000 years, an extraordinary truth has
been proclaimed; the Almighty Creator has
chosen to give Himself to us, disguised as a
baby. True, the truth is kind of lost in the midst
of the commercialism, the food, the parties and
the booze, but the truth is still there. Cynics,
sceptics, doubters and the disbelieving will
scoff and deny me my faith, but that’s their
prerogative. But I guess they will still be keeping
25 December special, whether they believe in
its origins or not.

Now, I don’t want to pour cold water on the
notion of Christmas presents, Christmas
stockings and the like. Indeed, I would be one
of the first up on Christmas morning to see
if Santa has been (and woe betide her if she
hasn’t!). But what do you get for people who
seem to have everything? It can’t be perfume, Of course for me, and millions like me, it is
socks and pyjamas again, surely? I think my an article of faith, that God was in Christ,
wife and I have just about cracked it after many, reconciling the world to Himself. God was/is
many years of never getting it quite right. We with us, “Emmanuel”. That God came down
go shopping and comments are made, such as at Christmas. That “in the beginning was the
(on walking through Next or M&S or Dunnes) Word and the Word was with God and the Word
“I wouldn’t mind if Santa dropped something was God”. That in all the traditional Christmas
like that into my stocking” or “Do you know, hymns and carols the truth is still proclaimed;
I’ve been thinking about something like that for “Ding dong merrily on high”, “Away in a manger”,
ages.” And it works. We discover on Christmas “Once in Royal David’s city”.
morning that Santa has been so very perceptive,
I look forward to my new socks, my Christmas
so very thoughtful, and the presents under the
jumper, and doubtless a bag of Liquorice Allsorts,
tree are just wonderful, and just what we have
and
all the other gifts I neither deserve nor need.
always wanted!
I hope you can look forward to celebrating
And yet, there is a nagging doubt in my another day when the immensity of God’s gift
is brought into our homes, our hearts, His world.
mind: What do you get the people who have
everything? And how do I react to receiving gifts A Happy and Blessed Christmas.
I don’t really deserve and certainly don’t need.

Duncan

Groomsport Parish Church
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Church Services for December 2019 & January 2020
Sunday

01
Dec

Advent Sunday
Welcome Team - Ken and Valerie Boyd
Reader - Joan Haddick

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service for Advent*
6.00pm

Evening Prayer (said)

* Please join us for Coffee after our Family Service at
the Church Halls. Our hosts will be Maggie Townley,
Vanessa Smyth, Betty McKinney and Freda Conway.

ES
T
O
08
N
T
Sunday
Dec

Advent 2
Welcome Team - Ken and Valerie Boyd
Reader - Dorothy Anne Crawford

ON
T I 8.30am

Holy Communion

Note:
The Office of Compline is said every Tuesday
at 7.30pm
Holy Communion is celebrated every
Thursday at 11.00am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10.30am in the
Chapel at Mt Stewart House.

Sunday

22
Sept

Advent 4
Welcome Team - Jim and Pat Love
Reader - Valerie Boyd

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Communion

10.30am Morning Prayer

6.00pm

6.00pm

Compline
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Christmas Services
Tuesday

Sunday

15
Dec

8.30am

Advent 3
Welcome Team - Jim and Pat Love
Reader - Ian Sloan

Holy Communion

24
Dec

Christmas Eve
A Crib Service

5.00pm

Help us lay out our crib in
readiness for Christmas
Day. Maybe children and
grandchildren would like to
come dressed for the part –
Shepherds, Wise Men, Angels!

11.30pm

The First Communion of
Christmas

10.30am Service of the Word
6.00pm
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Evening Prayer (Sung)

A Service of Lessons and Carols

Groomsport Parish Church

Wed

Christmas Day
Reader - Joan Haddick

25
Dec

Sunday

Epiphany 2
Welcome Team - Heather Pentland and
Hester Kelly
Reader - Elaine Lester

19
Jan

8.30am

Holy Communion
A Christingle Service

10.30am Don’t know what a Christingle
is? Come and find out!
Sunday

29

Christmas 1
Welcome Team - Walter and Mae Burke
Reader - Colin Crozier

Dec

8.30am

Holy Communion

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am Service of the Word
6.00pm
Sunday

26
Jan

Evening Prayer (Sung)

Epiphany 3
Welcome Team - Brian and Jean McKillen
Reader - Bert Smith

10.30am Morning Prayer

8.30am

6.00pm

10.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday

05
Jan

Holy Communion

Christmas 2
Welcome Team - Walter and Mae Burke
Reader - Wesley Quinn

8.30am

Holy Communion

A Family Service , where we
10.30am celebrate the arrival of the Kings
at the Manger, The Epiphany*
6.00pm

Evening Prayer (said)

* Please join us for Coffee after our Family Service at
the Church Halls. Our hosts will be Jenny Craythorne,
Andrea Johnston, Elaine Lester and Andrea Adams.
Sunday

12
Jan

8.30am

Epiphany 1
Welcome Team - Heather Pentland and
Hester Kelly
Reader - Carol Walters

6.00pm
Sunday

02
Feb

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(Candlemas)
Welcome Team - Brian and Jean McKillen
Reader - TBC

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service for Candlemas*
6.00pm

Evening Prayer (said)

* Please join us for Coffee after our Family Service at
the Church Halls. Our hosts will be Pearl Dyer, Frances
Irvine, Pat and Jim Love.

Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Communion
6.00pm

Compline

Groomsport Parish Church
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Births, Marriages, Deaths & Announcements
Holy Rest
We have handed over to God’s gracious
keeping so many dear friends this summer.
Ann Sheriff - 11 September

Ann lived for many years on West Hill and
was a familiar sight around the harbour
with her faithful Springer Spaniel. In recent
years, Ann had been a resident of Milbrooke
Lodge.
George Walsh – 24 September

Right to the end, George lived an
independent life on Gray’s Hill Bangor,
despite his great age (94)
Alan Boyd – 27 September

Alan, (the son of Valerie and Kenneth,
staunch members of our Parish family),
died tragically after a long, long illness.
May he now have that peace which eluded
him in this world.
Bertie Wilgar – 30 September

Bertie would have been known to a number
of people around Bangor. His funeral was
attended by many friends from around
Bangor.
Hazel Manning – 4 October

Hazel had been out of circulation for some
time, but, before her residency at Cranley
Lodge, she was a well known character in
Groomsport Village as she walked from her
home on the Springwell Road to the Spar
for her paper each morning!
Page 6

Jack McKinney – 18 October

Jack’s death was particularly tragic, dying as
he did so suddenly at home. He had worked
for many years in telecommunications and
was an enthusiastic radio ham, as well as
a loving husband and father.
Kathleen “Kay” Irvine – 30 October

Kay had been a firm member of the
Evergreens for the last couple of years.
She lived in Balloo Lodge and shared many
a happy time with her dear friend Audrey.
She died peacefully in her sleep a week
before her 89th birthday.
To the families and friends of these dear
departed people go our condolences
and the prayer of all at Groomsport
Parish Church

“Rest eternal grant them, Lord, and let
light perpetual shine upon them”

Announcements
The New Bishop
It was announced on November 4th that the
Electoral College for the Dioceses of Down
and Dromore meeting in St Patrick’s Cathedral
Armagh had elected the Venerable David McClay
as Bishop of Down and Dromore. He succeeds
the Right Reverend Harold Miller who retired at
the end of September.
Born in 1959, David was ordained in 1987. He
has served the whole of his ordained ministry
in the diocese and therefore knows it well. He
has been Rector of Willowfield, Belfast since
2001 and Archdeacon of Down since 2013.
He and his wife Hilary have three children and
one grandchild.
Speaking after his election, the Bishop-elect
Groomsport Parish Church

2.30pm. The service will be designed for
those of our community and their families
who may experience difficulties in attending
our traditional service of lessons and carols.
For example, if someone in your family is
worried about their memory, has mobility
problems, or has another disability, visible
or otherwise, then this Carol Service is just
for you. It is also for any family members
or carers who are available on the day.
said: “I would ask people to pray that I would
always be a godly leader, that I would be one
who would be faithful to Christ, and that I will
always give my best in the role of a bishop in
God’s Church, enabling the Church of Ireland
in Down and Dromore and in Ireland to thrive.”
We wish David and Hilary well in this new
chapter of their pilgrimage and assure them
of our prayers.

Duncan
Special Carol Service
Friday 13 December 2019, 2.30pm

Groomsport Parish, Maxwell Hall

We would ask members of our congregation
to bear this service in mind in respect of
neighbours or people you know who might
be feeling lonely or unloved at this time. The
worship will be led by our rector, Duncan,
in a comforting and informal atmosphere.
Emphasis will be placed upon singing
familiar Carols and it is hoped that the
service will be an uplifting and rewarding
experience for everyone attending.
Festive beverages and an opportunity for
sharing and conversation will follow the
service.
If you have any queries regarding this event
or if you require a lift, please get in touch.
email: gpcoffice@btinternet.com
telephone: Mae Burke, phone 07810440492.
Thank you – from Betty McKinney

In memory of Dear Jack who passed
away on 14 October
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all my friends in Groomsport Parish who
sent cards of condolence and those who
called and kindly brought flowers. I am so
grateful and humbled by the concern and
affection shown to me by everyone. From
In addition to our traditional Carol Service, the bottom of my heart please accept my
”A Carol Service for Valued Friends and sincere thanks.
Families” will take place in the Canon Tyney
Hall on Friday 13th October beginning at
Betty
Groomsport Parish Church
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Announcements
Firewalking for AGE NI
According to the Bible, Methuselah died at
the age of 969. That is a lot of years spent in
later life. Evidence shows that people today are
living longer than ever before and it is important
that people in older age are able to enjoy the
extra years they have been given. Age NI’s
strapline is Love Later Life and they strive
to achieve this through engaging with older
people, providing advice and care services and
empowering them to have their voices heard. I
am 66 years of age, and my life is enhanced by
the range of volunteering opportunities they give
me, including the opportunity to draw on skills
I gained in my working life. I feel like I haven’t
been written off just because I was born before
most other people.
When I first saw that Age NI were organising a
Firewalk to raise funds I quickly dismissed the
idea of taking part. As Duncan pointed out in
Church, you have to be barking mad to willingly

walk barefoot across hot coals. But the idea
had planted a seed in my consciousness and
one day I just picked up my iPad and signed
up. I was committed.
I wasn’t particularly anxious about the walk until
the day itself. I felt calm enough on the surface,
but when I am anxious I start cleaning, and I
came home to a clean house that night. The
Firewalk took place at Harlequin’s Rugby Club
grounds in Belfast. How do they prepare people
to walk barefoot across hot coals? Why, they
get them to walk barefoot across broken glass,
of course. Group pressure prevailed and I did
it. In fact the worst bit of that was when they
brushed glass off my ticklish feet at the end.
Then came the Firewalk itself. It was a cold night.
I was barefoot on wet grass. I just wanted to
get it over and get my shoes back on. I had
also been overwhelmed by people’s generosity
in sponsoring me. The prospect of letting them
down was more daunting than burning my feet.
The coals were hot but I barely felt them. My
focus was on getting across and my feet didn’t
stay in one place long enough to get burned.
It was over quickly and I went to put my shoes
back on - but the lovely Rigsby had other ideas
and playfully ran off with one of them.
The very good news is that through the generous
support I received from fellow parishioners and
others, Age NI have over £730 to help enhance
the lives of older people. Many, many thanks
to those of you who contributed so generously.
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Walking For Softies (More Like Strolling Really)
September saw our first walk
of the season, to the Titanic
Quarter on a glorious autumn
morning. We saw the SS
Nomadic but had no time to
venture inside. We also saw
The Titanic’s sister ship the Olympic marked
out on the dock. It was surprisingly large. Next,
we made our way to the Great Light, one of the
largest optics ever built,
130 years old, weighs
10 tonnes and stands
7 metres in height. At
the end of a fascinating
morning, we wound our
way to the Dock Cafe,

excellent, and these took us round the lake,
then up the hill and along the perimeter of the
park. Few of us had been to the park before,
and it was delightful in the autumn sunshine
(see photos). Afterwards we repaired to Binky’s
Cafe opposite the Dundonald Icebowl, for our
now traditional coffee and scrumptious scones.
The final walk of 2019 took us along the Lagan
Towpath, from Shaw’s Bridge to Belvoir Park
Bridge. The Lock
Keeper’s Inn was the
venue for our coffee
and scones.

Our walks for 2020 are listed below. We meet on
the 4th Saturday of the month, at 10am at the
selected venue car park. Everyone is welcome
to join us, regardless of age, fitness (or lack of)
or bobble hat! So, come along, enjoy the craic
and most importantly, the tasty refreshments
where we consumed quantities of steaming afterwards! If you feel you cannot join us for the
hot tea and coffee along with delicious scones. walk, come along anyway and join everyone
Devilishly yummy!
later at our chosen cafe. We’ll be delighted to
Our October walk saw us at Billy Neill’s see you!
Country Park, on the road between Comber Planned walks for 2020
25th January – Castle Espie
22nd February – Hillsborough Forest
28th March – Mountstewart
25th April – Crawfordsburn Country Park
23rd May - Antrim Castle
Dates to be announced nearer the time.
Ian & Zandra 07968401386 or 07968401387
and Dundonald. Again, we were blessed with
a beautiful morning. The gravel paths were
Groomsport Parish Church
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Announcements
Storehouse
Christmas is fast approaching and
the Trustees of Storehouse North
Down would like to thank all who
have supported us throughout
this year. It has been a stressful
year with moving premises twice
in the last six months. We have
appreciated your prayers and support and give
thanks that we have found new premises. We
are paying a rent of £500 per month and have
a lease for five years. This is indeed an answer
to prayer. Quite a lot of people have decided to
support us by giving £5 a month to pay this rent.
We are really indebted to them for this.
This year we have seen an increase in the number
of hampers we are giving out. We are, at the
moment , giving out 35 - 40 hampers per week.
To the end of October we have given out 1096
hampers to the value of £63,221. None of us
know when we may be in need. It is said that
anyone of us is only one pay packet away from
needing a helping hand. There is great need in
North Down!

The number of hampers given out at Christmas
last year was 500. This year due to lack of
space we will have to restrict this to around
300 but this still needs a lot of food. We are
reliant on the support of the churches to fulfil
this need. Please do consider supporting us
with the usual groceries but also with Christmas
fayre e.g. mince pies, small Christmas cakes
and puddings, chocolates, bottles of Shloer,
and those treats that help to make Christmas
special. We hope to start making up our hampers
week beginning 9th December. Our last day for
Christmas hampers will be 19th December so we
would appreciate contributions by 9th December.
1st John 3 says,
“Dear children, let us not love with words or
tongue but by actions and in truth”
We in Storehouse with your help try to fulfil this
command.
Thank you once again for your continuing
support.
God bless.

Evergreens

The Evergreens continue to meet every
Thursday afternoon from 2:00pm.
This session we have had talks on such
diverse subjects as basic training of a
puppy destined to be a guide dog; personal
talks by the Mayor and our local MLA;
essential advice re personal security for
those living alone from our neighbourhood
Police team; two sessions with a story teller
(very enjoyable) plus the obligatory visit to
Comber Cinema and shopping at Castle
Court.
We gained several new members and
said a very sudden goodbye to one of our
Page 10

members from Balloo House.
Our council helper Adele left during the
summer but we still have help from Faith
Cully and of course our team of volunteer
drivers – thanks folks.
It’s a very worthwhile use of Thursday
afternoon ,a cup of tea and a bun plus
companionship, not forgetting the Rectors
jokes,and all for £3.
Come along in January and sample it –
you’ll not regret it.
Colin Crozier

Groomsport Parish Church

Mothers’ Union – Autumn 2019

aid of extracts from her video diary, that on
turning fifty, she needed to do something to
prove to herself that she had the ability, skill
and most of all the resilience to do something
entirely different both mentally and physically.
Our MU members were in the main, intrigued
by the presentation which could in a way be
described as ‘musical theatre’ – an evening
with a difference.

Rev Liz Fitzgerald was the guest speaker at
our September meeting. Liz is the Bishop’s
Curate for the tiny parishes of Gweedore,
Carickfin and Templecrone. Liz spoke of her Our main activity in November was an evening
calling to change career in mid-life from being outing to the Secret Garden and Restaurant,
a physiotherapist and enrol as a theological Dundonald for an evening of entertainment
student with the aim of becoming a Church of and supper. The report on this will be in the
Ireland Minister. The story of her faith journey next edition of Contact.
was extremely interesting, funny at times and An interesting and varied 2020 programme is
also very moving. Liz was ordained along now being finalised by our Committee, and
with four other priests on 11 September 2017. I look forward to seeing all our members.
Bishop Ken Good described it as an historic We are a strong branch with an emphasis
day for Derry and Raphoe. We need more on fellowship and family and we welcome
women like Liz in our Churches!
new members at any time.
The October meeting was very different, Wishing you all a happy and blessed
but nonetheless inspiring when Anthea Christmas and in the words of the 2020 MU
McWilliams escorted us on a journey of dance theme, move into the new year with Hope
and drama from Malin Head to Mizen Head and Confidence.
– an expedition which took her three months
along with a red camper van, a bicycle and
Mae - Branch Leader
her dancing shoes. She explained, with the

Groomsport Parish Church
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Announcements
Annual Shopping Trip

Groomsport Parish Church
Community Annual Shopping Trip to
Newbridge Silver Outlet and Kildare Village Outlet
Saturday 1st February 2020
DON’T LEAVE IT TOO LATE TO BOOK!
Unbelievably we’re back to that time of year Newtownards (7.45am), Groomsport Parish
again where we start thinking about our Halls at 8.00am and Sprucefield (if required)
well- established annual trip to Kildare. This and the bus will return to the Parish Halls
event is open to ladies AND gentlemen from at approximately 8.00pm. We will stop en
both inside and outside our Church. Indeed route for a quick coffee break at Apple
some regulars come for the craic as well as Green and will then stop at Newbridge
the shopping! Places are allocated on a first Silver Outlet for lunch and some shopping.
come first served basis and can be reserved From there we shall spend the afternoon
by enclosing £22 in a sealed envelope with at Kildare Village Outlet.
your name and telephone number. Leave For further details or to arrange payment,
the envelope with the Church Wardens or please contact me on 07834 771075.
make contact with me directly.
Heather Pentland
The bus has been booked with McAvoys
(toilet on board) Pick up points are
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Vestry Notes December 2019
On 2 September, after being co-opted on
to the Select Vestry, Florence McAneney
was appointed Treasurer. She will work
in tandem with Wesley Quinn, outgoing
Treasurer until the Annual Easter Vestry.
Zandra was congratulated on the excellent
Craft Fair.
Barry Greenaway continues to oversee the
snagging list for the Church and the new
store and ramp and gave an update to the
Vestry. Suitable shelving will be purchased
for the store. William has been managing
a lot of routine maintenance to the Church
Halls. The Vestry approved his proposal
that we should take out a routine service
maintenance contract for the lift.
The tenants in the Rectory have signed
up for another year. In response to the
letter from Storehouse requesting help, it
was proposed that we should give them
a donation at Christmas.
The Rector is setting up a strategy group
to be made up of Vestry and non Vestry
members. Its purpose is to look at the
current Groomsport Parish Church and to
consider some ideas for the next three to
five years. Any suggestions will be given
to the Select Vestry for consideration.
Barry reported that our GDPR register is
as complete as possible.
Vestry gave permission for the Rector’s
idea of giving every Parishioner a small
Christmas present.

Groomsport Parish Church

The Rector has asked David Dalzell to look
at Wi-Fi in the Hall.
In the process of the Wardens researching
new hymn boards and numbers for the
Church, it has been discovered that two
of the boards are the original church hymn
boards.
In light of increasing legal and
administrative requirements, Vestry has
decided to advertise for a part time Office
Administrator. An interview panel has been
set up to deal with the matter.
As a result of the collection at the funeral
of Jack McKinney £250 has been sent to
Marie Curie.
The Community Carol Service will be taken
by The Rector and the Rev Dalzell from
Groomsport Presbyterian Church. We shall
be facilitating refreshments in our Halls.
The Rector is to seek costs to produce the
Church magazine to be delivered to every
household in the Parish boundary along
with the annual Christmas card.
Vestry is now waiting for the report after
valuation of the Church silver.
The Rector was praised for his very poignant
address at the Village Remembrance
Service and for the very moving Service
for All Souls.
Vestry gave permission to the Electoral
Commission to use our Halls on Polling Day.
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Review of Events in 2019
Another busy year for the Events Team is
coming to a close and what an enjoyable
year it has been. By unanimous agreement
we ran some of our most popular events
again this year, this included the Pancake
Party for the children, young and old, on
Shrove Tuesday; the shopping trip to
Kildare , always a hit , particularly with
our ladies; our Quiz nights which are
so well attended and highly contested;
our amazing craft fair which attracted 24
crafters, a book fair which offers fantastic
value and of course our Christmas Fair
which has become a festive feature for
the Parish.
In addition, this year we added some
different types of events. We started the
year with an inspirational evening, ‘This
is their Life’, featuring the life stories of
two incredible men which certainly had an
impact on the audience. A big highlight of
the year was out first Art Exhibition which

was so well supported we will be making
it a more regular feature on our calendar.
We had great fun at our Duck Derby and
BBQ on a beautiful day in June and we
sang along with the traditional music of
the fabulous Raven Micks featuring some
of our own parish members at a concert
in October. Finally, who could forget our
Ladies Breakfast in February organised
by the men of the parish. Fantastic food
beautifully served by very suave waiters,
topped off with a very funny speaker/poet
and a red rose for all attending.
Many thanks to all who organised events
and to all who supported them. We hope
you enjoyed the friendship and the fun at
each of them and that you will come back
and see us in 2020. Remember the events
are not just for parish members so spread
the word and invite anyone interested to
come along as events are advertised.

Remembrance Sunday 2019
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An Evening with The Raving Micks
Everyone was pleasantly surprised, when
at the interval, instead of the usual cuppa
and a bun; we were offered an ice cream
and a paper bag of goodies.

Although the event was promoted with
the star entertainers described as the
‘Raven Micks’, it transpired that they now
have a new name or a new ‘Branding’, as
they say in the world of marketing and
advertising. ‘THE RAVING MICKS’ is their
new name. The group still consists of the
same talented bunch of guys, including
two members from our own congregation.
Bert in his humorous and inimitable style
regaled us with deeper reasons for the
change of name, and also of the increasing
popularity of the band – with invitations
to perform trips as far away as Alaska!

The evening was an all-round success,
with £1000 being raised for church funds.
Our appreciation must go to The Raving
Micks for giving their time and talent so
generously, and to Heather and her team
for the organisation of the event.

The songs, with an easy-listening
instrumental backing
were all well known to the
audience – Irish, English
and Scottish, and appealed
to all age groups. Talking
of instruments, one ancient
and unique relic was dug
up in far-away place. In
fact George, one of the
members carried it round
the hall for the audience to
have a closer look.

Groomsport Parish Church
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Forthcoming Events - 2019
JAN

FEB

Quiz Night

25

Pancake Day

FEB

01

Kildare Shopping Trip

MAR

Maeshine in Concert

FEB

Men’s Breakfast

24

15

13

Christmas Lights

Christmas Lights Switch
Wednesday 6th of December
The churches in Groomsport have joined
together to organise the switching on of the
Christmas lights on 6 December
Come along and join us at a short Carol
Service at 6.30pm in the Presbyterian
Church followed by the switching on
ceremony. Refreshments will be available
in the Church of Ireland’s Maxwell Hall.
Calling all children! A special guest will be
there. Wonder who that might be! In addition
there will be a craft room for budding artists.
All are welcome to join us at this fun festive
event
Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast Saturday 15th
February at 10am
Come along and enjoy a full Ulster Fry. Be
entertained by a well known Irish Author
and Broadcaster
Tickets available from January at £10

Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church
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Forthcoming Events - 2019
Pancake Party

Boys and Girls come along and
help us celebrate Pancake Tuesday
(Shrove Tuesday) on 25 February
between 4 pm and 5.30pm
Admission Free
Bring along your parents/grandparents and
friends .
You can make your own pancakes and add
lots of lovely toppings
Adults can have a shop bought pancake
with a cup of tea/coffee

Spring Concert

Friday 13 March 2020 – 7.30 pm in
our Church
Featuring Maeshine – a successful Bangor
based duo whose unique music embraces
folk and celtic traditions. With pure voices,
intriguing instruments, they will take you
on a heart-warming and tranquil journey of
beautiful songs.
To play a sample of their music, go to ‘Utube
Maeshine Strickland’s Glen’.
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Join Us
Sunday

Sunday School
Maggie Townsley
maggie@groomsportparishchurch.org

The Colander Girls
Maggie Townsley
maggie@groomsportparishchurch.org

Thursday

Monday

Evergreens

Mothers’ Union

The Rector
028 9146 4476

Mae Burke - 07810 440492

Chattering Needles

Groomsport Parish Art Class

Jenny Craythorne – 07748580541

Stuart Tanner - 07411 178230
Carole Barbosa - 07473 939499

Select Vestry Meeting
Heather Pentland

Chess Club

heather@groomsportparishchurch.org

Mark Seidman - 028 91467950
mark@patientendurance.co.uk

Tuesday
Tai Chi For Health
Janet Wilson - 07703360385

Groomsport & District
Gardening Club
Yvonne McIlmail - 028 9146 9420

Wednesday
Scrabble
Elaine Lester - 07791 569432
elaine@groomsportparishchurch.org

MoJo Club
Elaine Lester - 07791 569432
elaine@groomsportparishchurch.org

Bible Study
The Rector - 028 9146 4476
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Masonic Lodge
Secretary Graham Eve
evega@talktalk.net

Saturday

Walking For Softies
Ian Sloan
ian@groomsportparishchurch.org
Zandra Sloan
zandra@groomsportparishchurch.org
Please note that Table Tennis no longer takes
place on a Thursday. However the equipment
it there and anyone that whishes to us it please
contact
gary@groomsportparishchurch.org
If you would like to get involved please contact
the person in charge of the activity for more
information. Alternatively visit...
www.groomsportparishchurch.org
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Tales From The Parish Archives

This month I am featuring three items: a Record
of Attendance 1856-1861, the Elizabeth &
Dorcas Windows and the extraordinary deaths
of Rev. Canon Charles Walsh and Rev. Walter
Nelson.

The twin windows in the west wall of the south
transept are affectionately known as the Dorcas
and Elizabeth windows. Designed by Denis
O’D. Hanna, and produced by White Friars of
London, they commemorate members of the
Perceval Maxwell Families, the descendants of
our earthly founder, John Waring Maxwell. The
archives hold the original drawings (see below)
by Denis Hanna on waxed paper.

Rev. Walter Nelson

Thanks to the forethought of Francis Meehan and
Alec Martin we have two copies of the County
Down Spectator dated 23rd February 1968
which record the extraordinary circumstances
surrounding the deaths of the Rev. Walter
Nelson (Groomsport Presbyterian Church)
and Rev. Canon Charles Walsh (Groomsport
Parish Church). Walter Nelson and Charles
Walsh were close friends and had been for
many years. On Friday 16th February Walter
Nelson died in the Clark Clinic after a short
illness. Charles Walsh officiated at his friend’s
funeral in Groomsport and later the same day
travelled to Dublin to attend the Synod. Within
hours he himself collapsed and died. Within
three days both congregations had lost their
spiritual leaders.
Thanks to Peter Osborough we have a little
document dating from 1856 to 1870. It is hand
written and comprises an Attendance Record,
Yearly Estimates, the Rural Dean’s Returns and
other financial details. One entry shows that
in 1869 the Parish Clerk received £7-0-0 per
annum and the Sexton £4-0-0. 58 candles
over three months cost £3 and two tons of
fuel cost £1-10-0. There is no reference to
the Rector’s salary !

If you have produce/or produced anything
pertaining to Groomsport Parish Church
please give it to the Archives, or send a copy/
photograph, or send a record with as much
detail as possible. Email me, text me (don’t
phone – I’m as deaf as a post), leave a message
in the Church porch or Parish Halls post box,
drop something of at my house: whatever use
your imagination !

Barry Greenaway - Groomsport Parish Church Archivist

12 Ballymacormick Road

07515699389 - barryg144@btinternet.com

Page 20
Page 16

Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church

Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church

Page 21
Page 17

Life in Canada
My husband and I love nature - and it was
this love of nature that first enticed us to
visit and explore Canada. Specifically our
most favoured place- Algonquin Provincial
Park in Ontario. An area of outstanding
beauty and untouched wilderness that we
introduced our children to over many family
holidays.
They in turn fell in love with the outdoor
lifestyle and gentle friendliness (and
excessive politeness) of Canadians and
it was no surprise when our son chose
to study medicine in Western University
in London Ontario. We then, being good
parents of course - decided to use the
opportunity to fully immerse and enjoy and
explore this beautiful place.
The calendar year in Ontario ranges
between temperatures of +35* to -35*, from
dazzling white in winter to azure blue lakes
in summer and in between the stunning
colours of fall. We set out to enjoy it all.
We based ourselves in a tiny village on
a lake. We had forest behind the house
where the deer would appear on a daily
basis. A beautiful lake in front to explore
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on canoe, - and there was so much to
observe. Our elderly next door neighbour
would sceptically remark that we always
seemed to see an awful lot of wildlife. We
did - because we watched. We saw otters,
wolves, muskrats, flying squirrels, racoons,
skunks and moose even. They were there
to be seen IF you waited and watched.
WE were the idiots from Ireland who sat
under their outdoor porch to watch the first
snowfall at night. WE listened to owls at
night, spring peeper frogs, and later big
tenor bull frogs, and my personal favourite
- the haunting call of the loon on the lake.
I think I miss that most.
We had a wonderful little church in the
village right on the lake. Christ Church, a
picturesque Anglican church set amongst
the graves of the early parishioners and
surrounded by huge tall pines. We listened
to the snow sliding off the roof during the
services in winter - watched the squirrels
scampering around the churchyard
in Summer through the windows and
celebrated Thanksgiving with the Canadian
version of ‘All things bright and beautiful’.
Our Church Of Canada hymn books also
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featured Indigenous versions of the same
hymn - Blackfoot and Iroquois being the
local tribal language. Thanksgiving was
a very big celebration for Canadians as
they approached what could be a six
month snowy winter and the church was
resplendent in rust and green and red
foliage. On a more severe note - I was
amazed in Spring when 3 new graves
appeared in one week - only to have it
explained that the burials always had to
be postponed until the ground was soft
in Spring. Obvious maybe to a Canadian!

Duncan asked her to assist at Communion.
He definitely won her over, as did our little
fellowship. She was very impressed with
Groomsport Parish Church. She was
entranced by our beautiful windows and
mesmerised by our communion rail!
We still return every year - like the Canada
geese we see on Crawfordsbun beach - we
are forever pulled back. There is always
something new to see.

Our rector, Veronica, had her work cut
out. She served three village churches
and would drive straight from one service
to the next village every Sunday morning,
whatever the weather! At times we waited
patiently for her to sweep into church with
an icy blast following her, having driven on
perilous roads from the next village in the
depth of winter.
It was always Morning Service, Communion
every Sunday and only one service per
church. She came to visit us in Northern
Ireland and was genuinely delighted when

Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church

Page 23
Page 17

Book Stall for September, October & November
Last time I wrote I was expressing a wish that
you had enjoyed a relaxing summer, now I am
writing the Christmas edition – where do the
months go?
I have a splendid cache of new books to place
on the top of the book shelves where all the new
reviews go so do have a look once December
is here.

dull marriage. The story has been meticulously
researched and the characters are real historical
people who lived through a very unusual case in
that era. I found the story fascinating and a real
eye opener to a time which seldom experienced
divorces and working career women.
Transcription – Kate Atkinson.

The story begins in 1981 with
a sixty year old woman lying
injured on a London pavement
I read this with the Book Club
after
a car accident and thinking
to which I belong and we were
“it had probably been a long
all agreed that it was a really
enough life”. Soon we switch to
good read. Michelle Obama
1950 then 1940 when the same
is an interesting and likeable
woman was just eighteen and
character and comes over as
whilst working at a tedious Civil
warm-hearted, family orientated
Service job is recruited for top
and very determined. The story
of her very ordinary early life secret work, observing Nazi sympathisers. All
and later her life with her husband and his battle hope of a more exciting life as a spy is quashed
to become president makes fascinating reading. when she realises that she is still “shackled
The back story to the well-publicised progress to a typewriter”. Nevertheless, the world in
to and occupation of the White House is really which she becomes involved is challenging and
interesting, the anecdotes heart-warming and exciting in its own way. The novel jumps from
her style makes for easy reading. On the first 1940 to 1950 and back as we gradually fill in
the gaps. As with all Kate Atkinson’s writing it
page she makes the point that ….
is suffused with a delightfully observant humour
“It’s one of the most useless questions an adult and a real touch for getting inside the heads of
can ask a child – ‘What do you want to be when the characters. This is a good story and offers
you grow up?’ As if growing up is finite. As a real feel for the times in which it was set.
if at some point you become something and
that’s the end”
Tess of the d’Urbervilles – Thomas Hardy
This is a hard backed large book in perfect
condition, well-illustrated with many
Originally called “A Pure
photographs both family and formal.
Woman”, apparently the title
caused at least as much
The Sealed Letter – Emma Donoghue.
offence as the subject of the
book itself. This is a beautiful,
Emma Donaghue wrote “Room”
unbearably tragic story,
which was widely publicised
although Henry James decried
and well received and this is
it as “chockful of faults and
what drew me to ‘The Sealed
falsity”. He did not seem to
Letter’. The story is set in
believe that a simple country
Victorian London, and is an girl could be the subject of tragedy, but tragic
historical novel dealing with Tess certainly is. If you haven’t read it, do
a notorious divorce case. consider this volume, it rightly has its place in
The main character is Emily the canon of great literature.
Faithful; an unmarried career woman, known
to her friends as ‘Fido’ and her relationship with
The Help – Kathryn Stockett
Helen, a manipulative and undisciplined younger
married woman, desperate to escape from a Full of fascinating, repellent, funny, brave
Michelle Obama - Becoming.
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characters this is a thoroughly
enjoyable read. Described on
the cover as ‘The other side of
Gone with the Wind’ it is set in
Jackson Mississippi in 1962,
where all the white families
employ a black maid to raise
their children but insist that
they use different lavatories
in case they spread disease.
Skeeter, a white college student intent on a
career in journalism returns from college to
discover that the maid who brought her up has
been dismissed. Not content with the evasions
she faces she determines to find out why, in
the course of which she crosses some very
clear boundaries, dragging others with her.
The book is filled with laughter despite the
tragic circumstances of the black maids and
is a wonderful insight into the life of that time
and place. The attitude of the white women
who rule this domestic world seems totally
contemptible to our minds, living as we do in
more enlightened times but it is also a useful
context in which to place current racial tensions
in the southern states of America.
The Lion Concise Book of Bible Quotations:
Compiled by Martin H. Manser

The Lion Concise Book of
Bible Quotations: Compiled by
Martin H. Manser. I think many
people will find this little book
very interesting and useful. It
is split into two sections, the
first having quotations from
nearly 300 topics from Angels
to Zeal, in alphabetical order.
The second section contains
quotations from the Bible by book order,
sometimes because the quotations are well
known, other times because they illuminate
the main idea of that particular book. All this
in a small paperback of less than 250 pages.
It is a real gem.
Monica Dickens - The Great Fire
Monica Dickens was the great granddaughter
of Charles Dickens and wrote a number of
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novels both for adults and
children. This is a children’s
book, described as being a
good introduction to historical
stories for the first reader. It
tells the story of Peter, a
twelve year old, orphaned by
the Black Death. Now all he
has is his dog, Bruno, and his
father’s rowing boat, which
allows him to earn a meagre living providing
transport across the Thames. The plague is
loosening its hold but an equally terrifying
danger is about to appear. Short enough at 63
pages not to seem too onerous for the young
reader but exciting and fast paced this is a great
book for introducing children to a well-known
historical topic. It’s not in great condition it
must be said but I felt it was worth including
on the children’s shelves.
You will know that the last book fair was another
very happy and friendly occasion, with a good
turn out and many books changing hands. As a
consequence I am able to accept contributions
of books once more, but only, please fiction,
faith or children’s. I have no room to store nonfiction. There are lots of new books on the
shelves now so do keep looking.
Thank you to all of you who support the book
stall by regularly picking up books and dropping
in your coins.
As ever I am always keen to receive your reviews
of books that you would like to contribute to
the shelves, remember, you don’t have to like
it! As an encouragement I include some brief
(and I’m happy with very brief!) humorous book
reviews I have found.
The Great Gatsby by F.Scott Fitzgerald. There
was one thing I really liked about The Great
Gatsby. It was short. (For the record, I’m
inclined to agree!)
Bleak House by Charles Dickens. I’m on page
300 and there is no end in sight.
May I wish you all a very happy, peaceful
Christmas and of course, good reading!

Carol
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Thoughts of a Blow In...
We are now just over the cusp
of the year where autumn has
definitely crossed the line into winter.
During October, we had plenty of
forewarning, with the gradually
shorter days and darker mornings,
but the annual ending of British
Summertime, with the clocks going
back an hour, rings the changes of
the seasons with a definite thud!

November hit. I was visited by two
splendid skeletons and a particularly
lively demon on All Hallows Eve.
All three of them were so pleased
with themselves and so intent on
showing off their costumes that they
completely forgot they actually had
to say something! It was up to their
mum to call out ‘trick or treat’ on
their behalf.

As we know, living so close to the
sea, November can be a month of
storms, gales and freezing rain. I am
writing this on a bleak and wintry
Remembrance Day (suitable weather
for the seriousness of the occasion)
with the wind howling down the
chimney. With it being so dark and
gloomy, it can feel like an endless,
dreary November is stretching out
in front of us.

I hadn’t seen the children about for
the first part of their half term, so I
assumed they would be away over
Halloween. As wasn’t really expecting
them, I hadn’t bought in any spooky
sweets and so I was caught on the
hop. Luckily, I remembered I had
some brownies in the freezer, so they
went away happy!

However, to be realistic and on a
more cheerful note, the weeks will
fly past and before we know it, we
will be in the time of expectation of
Advent. Then we will have the bright
lights and feast of Christmas with
family and friends surrounding us.
We can also look back to the fireworks
and frolics of Halloween before

I found this verse by the English poet
John Clare that seems to sum up the
month of November so very well,
before the hope, joy and conviviality
of the Christmas season is upon
us. Wishing you all the warmest of
season’s greetings and good health
and happiness for the New Year!

Cynthia

“So dull and dark are the November days.
The lazy mist high up the evening curled,
And now the morn quite hides in smoke and haze;
The place we occupy seems all the world.”
- John Clare, November
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PrayerRoom
Comments left in the 2019 Visitors’ book...

God is LOVE, simply that. That love embraces all that he created,
including me – and every other creature that has been, is and will
be. It must not be “how can I love someone of whom I disapprove?”
Disapproval, or rather grief at human waywardness, is God’s
business, not ours. We have to love all God’s creations. Are we so
fine that we deserve His unconditional love and feel justly better than
some others?
We are so divided as a nation – and yes, things seem so uncertain.
But let us remember that we are blessed; that we live in a wealthy,
relatively safe and secure land. Pray for those scrabbling in the dirt
for water, for those who live without electricity, for those who live in
lands of great natural resources, yet have nothing. “Lord bring to
your world your justice, your peace, your love.”
Oh Lord, I ain’t what I ought to be
And I ain’t what I want to be
And I ain’t what I’m going to be
But Oh Lord I thank you that I ain’t what I used to be.
Carol
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Amen
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