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Rector’s Recess
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ian@groomsportparishchurch.org
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Stuart Tanner
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From the Rector

The end of August and the combine
harvesters have started on the fields around
Groomsport. The apples on my two trees
are filling out and have a lovely red sheen
to them; my few sacks of potatoes will soon
be ready to plunder and the window boxes
and hanging boxes are beginning to look
tired. It is clear that summer is drawing to
a close and the year’s end is not far away.

autumn, from apples to potatoes, tinned
sweet corn and fresh tomatoes. In other
places, especially in the big industrial
towns of England, there is a new take on
harvest. The Church tends to celebrate the
harvest of industry and manufacturing, and
perhaps rightly so. But I still think there is
much to commend the traditional harvest
thanksgiving services.

I had an uncle who was an agricultural engineer
on the Herefordshire/Gloucestershire border
– miles from anywhere! We used to love going
to see him and Aunty Liz, which wasn’t very
often as we didn’t have a car. (Back in the
early sixties moving about the country was
always something of an adventure to be
planned with military precision). Uncle Trevor
drove a thumping great big Humber Super
Snipe; he would cram us all into the car and
take us for a spin. Quite literally a spin, as
we would drive to the Old Crow roundabout
and drive around and around until one of us
gave every impression of throwing up on the
plush upholstery! Uncle Trevor would also
let us into the secrets of farming around his
beautiful home, a perfect ramshackle place
that was so much like something out of HE
Bates: the baling machines that were quickly
making haystacks redundant; the ever bigger
combines that could rip through a huge field
in hours; the ploughs that were digging up
the field at one end as the harvesters left
through the gates at the other. Even then
he was concerned that the corncrakes were
disappearing and that you didn’t hear as
many skylarks.

“All good things around us are sent from
heaven above....” With all the talk of climate
change, and the steady erosion of the earth’s
bounty, I think it important to be reminded
of God’s gifts in creation and our part in
caring for that creation. A recent UN report
forecast that the earth has only 50 more
sustainable harvests left. Other reports warn
of melting glaciers and ice caps. Rumours
abound as to how much drinking water will
be available in years to come. Forest fires,
plastic in the oceans, rising sea levels and
the disappearance of whole species of
creatures all point to a gloomy future, if not
for us, then our grand children and great
grandchildren.

“All good things around us are sent from
heaven above....” and we were made
partners in the care of creation. We are
partners, co stewards of creation and we
were given dominion over creation, not
unthinking dominance. My Uncle Trevor,
in the oh so short sixty years when he was
tinkering with tractors and milking machines,
would have been delighted at the way we
can get so much more out of the land. He
would be appalled, however, at the cost, the
In a few weeks time we’ll be celebrating long term damaging costs to the beautiful
Harvest. We will sing traditional harvest countryside around his workshop on the
hymns, “Come ye thankful people”, “We Herefordshire/Gloucestershire border.
plough the fields,” and the Church will
Duncan
be decorated with all the finery of early
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Services for September, October and November
Sunday

01
Sept

Trinity 11
Welcome Team - David & Freda Scott
Reader - Wesley Quinn

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service*
6.00pm

Evening Prayer (said)

*Coffee after 10.30am service in Church Hall. All
welcome! Our hosts are Dorothy Anne Crawford, Norma
Parsley, Carl McClean & Jenny Craythorne.

Note:
The Office of Compline is said every Tuesday
at 7.30pm
Holy Communion is celebrated every
Thursday at 11.00am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10.30am in the
Chapel at Mt Stewart House.
Sunday

22
Sept

08OTES

Sunday

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Trinity 12
Welcome Team - David & Freda Scott
Reader - Carol Walters

TN

Sept

TION
8.30am

Freda Conway

Reader - Colin Crozier

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am Morning Prayer
6.00pm

Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Communion
6.00pm

Trinity 14
Welcome Team - Dorothy Anne Crawford &

Sunday

29
Sept

Compline

Holy Communion

St Michael and All Angels (Trinity 15)
Welcome Team - Dorothy Anne Crawford
& Freda Conway

Reader - Bert Smith

8.30am
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10.30am Morning Prayer
6.00pm
Sunday

06
Oct

Sunday

15
Sept

8.30am

Trinity 13
Welcome Team - Kate Murray and Betty

McKinney

Reader - Jenny Osborough

Holy Communion

10.30am Service of the Word
6.00pm
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Evening Prayer (Sung)

Holy Communion

Compline
Harvest Thanksgiving (Trinity 16)

Welcome Team - Helen Hall & June Walker

Reader - Elaine Lester

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service for Harvest*
6.00pm

Evening Service for Harvest;
joined by our friends from
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church

*Coffee after 10.30am service in Church Hall. All
welcome! Our hosts are Maggie Townsley, Isa Higginson,
Andy & Anne Craig.

Groomsport Parish Church

Sunday

13

Trinity 17
Welcome Team - Helen Hall & June Walker
Reader - Peter Osborough

Oct

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Communion
7.00pm

Sunday

20
Oct

We join our friends at
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church as they celebrate
Harvest.

Trinity 18
Welcome Team - Andy & Ann Craig
Reader - Mae Burke

8.30am

Holy Communion

*Coffee after 10.30am service in Church Hall. All
welcome! Our hosts are Colin & Sarah Crozier, Rosemary
Smith & Eleanor Anderson.
Sunday

The Third Sunday before Advent
(Remembrance Sunday)
Welcome Team - Elaine Lester & Helen

10
Nov

Kennedy

Reader - Peter Osborough

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Parish Communion with an Act
of Remembrance

6.00pm

Compline

Sunday

The Second Sunday before Advent
Welcome Team - Noel & Maureen Taggart
Reader - Marian Cinnamond

17
Nov

10.30am Service of the Word

8.30am

6.00pm

10.30am Service of the Word

Sunday

27
Oct

Evening Prayer (sung)

The Last Sunday after Trinity
Welcome Team - Andy & Ann Craig
Reader - Maureen Taggart

8.30am

Holy Communion

6.00pm
Sunday

24
Nov

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer (Sung)

The Sunday before Advent: The
Kingship of Christ
Welcome Team - Noel & Maureen Taggart
Reader - John Parkinson

10.30am Morning Prayer

8.30am

6.00pm

10.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday

03

Sunday
Nov

Holy Communion

All Saints
Welcome Team - Elaine Lester & Marian

Cinnamond

Reader - Barry Greenaway

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service for All Saints *
3.00pm
6.00pm

Groomsport Act of
Remembrance – Groomsport
War Memorial
An Evening Service for All Souls
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6.00pm
Sunday

01
Dec

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Advent Sunday
Welcome Team - David & Freda Scott
Reader - TBC

8.30am

Holy Communion

10.30am A Family Service for Advent*
6.00pm

Evening Prayer (said)

*Coffee after 10.30am service in Church Hall. All
welcome! Our hosts are Dorothy Anne Crawford, Norma
Parsley, Carl McClean & Jenny Craythorne.
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Births, Marriages, Deaths & Announcements
Holy Baptism
Rebecca Kennedy Smylie - 7 July

We were delighted to welcome little
Rebecca into Church with her family and
many friends. “May the Lord bless her
and keep her and make his face to shine
upon her”.

Holy Matrimony
Ben Pole and Leeanne Anderson

It was a joy to host Leeanne and Ben’s
Wedding Service in her family Church.
Leeanne and her family are well known to
us, having been members of Groomsport
Parish for many years. “God is love, and
those who live in love live in God, and God
lives in them”

Holy Rest
Gordon Burrows - 7 June

Gordon had lived an active life and had
a distinguished service career, both with
UK forces and the forces of the Sultan
of Oman. After retiring he moved initially
to Seahaven and then Donaghadee. He
had been battling Parkinson’s Disease wih
typical courage for more than 30 years.

Ivan Montgomery – 24 July

Ivan was a member of the well known
Groomsport Montgomery family, (brother
in law to Yvonne and uncle to Tara). He had
many happy memories as a boy and young
man in the village and it was appropriate
that his ashes were consigned to the sea,
close to his childhood haunts.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with Barbara, Maureen and Ivan’s
extended family. May they rest in
peace and rise in glory.

Announcements
Important Notice

It has become a legal requirement that
anyone dealing in food for the public,
should have a Hygiene Certificate. This
will include anyone who makes cakes, jams
and tray bakes for our various Parish events.
Fortunately, Mary Cargill has kindly offered
to run a free hygiene course for people
working with food. It is straight forward, will
last about 90 minutes, be in our Halls and
all attendees will be awarded the necessary
Certificate.

In August we had a very successful Cake
Stall at the Parish Craft Fair. It raised
£520. However in future, unless you have
a Certificate, you will no longer be able to
Stanley Walker – 21 June
contribute any food to our events such
Stanley had served in the Royal Navy as this. Ultimately, our Parish will miss
for many years. He had been living on out. So PLEASE PLEASE, give serious
Andrew’s Shorefield with his wife Maureen consideration to attending one of the
until the vagaries of age caught up with him planned courses. It will be a good use of
and he moved to the Bangor Care Home. your time and our Parish will benefit.
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Please let Elaine or the Wardens know if
you are willing to attend. The first course
will be on 23 September. Further details
will on our Parish website
www.groomsportparishchurch.org
and on the pew leaflet.
Thank you.

disestablishment of the Church of Ireland.
Amongst other changes, the Irish Church
Act 1869 meant the CoI could no longer
collect tithes from Irish people, nor could its
Bishops continue to sit in the House of Lords.
The Act effectively dismantled the so-called
Protestant Ascendancy, which had dominated
Ireland for centuries. Now you know.

Missing table - cloths plea!!!

Following Parish functions, volunteers very
kindly take table- cloths home to launder
them and return them asap to the box in
the kitchen.
Unfortunately for some months now, we
have been short of four. Could you have
taken them and have put them somewhere
safe and have forgotten about them?
With some forthcoming functions looming,
it would be great if we could trace them.
Either mention them to the Wardens or
simply leave them in the kitchen some
time when the hall is open. Thank you in
anticipation.
Notable Anniversaries!
There are a few special anniversaries in the
Parish.

• On Sunday 3 June, the Presbyterian Church
joined with us at our evening Service. They
presented us with 2 beautiful bespoke silver
candlesticks. These were to celebrate the
refurbishment of our Church, which was
undertaken to commemorate the 175th
anniversary. It was a wonderful way to mark
the occasion and we offer them our most
sincere thanks.
If there are any other notable anniversaries you’d
like mentioned here, please let the Editors know,

• Andy and Ann Craig celebrate their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary in September.
Congratulations to you both!
• Helen’s Guide Dog Rigsby had his fifth
birthday in August. No doubt he was given
an extra special Schmacko doggie treat to
celebrate. We all love him to bits anyway.
• Charlotte Cully celebrated her 97th Birthday
in August.
• August marked the 150th anniversary of the
Groomsport Parish Church
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Announcements
Scrabble Club

Jubilado

In June the Scrabble Club celebrated 10 The Church singers are to be known as
years of words, fun, friendship and laughter Jubilado. They will meet again on Thursday
with a lunch at the Stables. Thanks be 5th September in the Church. Singing
to God.
with Vanessa!
Art Club

The Parish Art Club who meet on a Thursday
afternoon are to hold an exhibition of
their work. This will take place 18-22nd
September in the Parish Hall. We hope to
welcome all parishioners and villagers to
come and see what we have been up to.
Please support us.

Carole, Stuart and Elaine

TAI CHI

Learn something new “ TAI CHI FOR
HEALTH” this Autumn.
Tai chi is a mind and body exercise. Slow
gentle movements are performed while
standing, which can help with balance,
strength, flexibility, co ordination, memory
and a calmness of mind.
Suitable for all ages. A 6 week course,
starting Tuesday 17th September in the
Canon Tyney Hall.
Improvers 10.15 to 11.15
NEW Beginners 11.30 to 12.30
Register your interest or for further details
contact Janet Wilson
07703360385 or
janetmwilson18@gmail.com
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Mojo Club

Since Ann Parker left us in April, up to
twenty individuals have attended the Mojo
Club which meets on Wednesday mornings
in the Canon Tyney Hall. This is a self- help
weight loss group. Weigh in takes place
9.30am – 9.45am followed by a coffee,
food related discussion and a lot of craic till
10.30. Cost is £2 weekly - £1 to the Church
and £1 to a charity. Individuals can either
just call in to get weighed or they can stay
for a chat afterwards. New members are
very welcome.
We are delighted to report that on 7 August
we were able to hand across £500 to Claire
from SOS (Survivors of Suicide), a local
charity offering support for family and
friends bereaved and or affected by suicide
in East Belfast/Castlereagh. Claire gave
Groomsport Parish Church

us a very detailed and moving talk about
how they give relevant advice on help and
support available.
Any further queries about the Mojo Club
can be directed to Elaine Lester in the
Parish Office.

Evergreens

The last outing was in June to which there
was a large turnout. Out first stop was at
Mount Stewart where we had lovely coffee/
tea and scones which were still warm from
the oven. We had time to browse the shop
and to go for a stroll around some of the
gardens. Luckily it was a good day. Our
next stop was at Harrisons for lunch
which appeared to be enjoyed by all those
attending. The Apple Pie was gorgeous.
Again we had time to browse through their
shop and garden centre. After this we got

Groomsport Parish Church

on the coach and went on to the big house
on the hill - Stormont. Here we were shown
around some of the ground floor meeting
rooms. I had worked there in 1974 and it
hasn’t changed in all those years - except
then, the elected MPs were working!! We
had tea/coffee and tray bakes. Finally we
returned to Groomsport about 4.30pm
The new season will start on 2nd Thursday,
12th of September 2019 at 2.00pm.
Valerie Boyd
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Announcements
Walking For Softies (More Like Strolling Really)
The group recently met in
the village’s Cottage Kitchen
to plan the coming season’s
walks.

• Later walks chosen will be at;
• Mountstewart, Castle Espie,
• Hillsborough Forest,

All walks would continue to be on the fourth • Crawfordsburn Country Park,
Saturday of each month, excluding December.
We would meet at 10 am at either Bangor train • Antrim Castle Gardens,
station or at the car park nearest the chosen • Billy Neill Soccer Park between Dundonald
walk.
and Comber
The first walk will be 28th September to Titanic • Lagan Towpath.
Quarter. We will catch the 09:57 train from
Bangor, disembarking at Titanic Quarter stop. Dates to be announced nearer the time.
After our walk we would have coffee and scones Ian & Zandra 07968401386 or 07968401387
at the Dock Cafe.

Mothers’ Union – Summer 2019

I don’t know about you, but at the start
of July I feel that we have a long (and
hopefully sunny) summer ahead, and by
the time August emerges and the days get
shorter, thoughts begin to form regarding
the forthcoming autumn. Anyway, here we
are thinking back to our branch MU over
the past few months and looking forward
to our Autumn programme.

Having experienced a number of annual
outings which were of a cultural nature, it
was decided that we should treat ourselves
to some retail therapy and a good lunch
in 2019. Approximately twenty members
took the train up to Coleraine on Monday
20 May. We had a gorgeous lunch at the
Lodge Hotel and we returned home with
plenty of bags of interesting purchases.

It will be lovely to get together again for
fellowship and fun at our next meeting
which will take place on Monday 16
September at 8 pm. The speaker is Rev Liz
Fitzgerald who will relate her experiences
as a rector in the tiny parishes of Gweedore,
Sadly, one of our long-standing members, Carrickfin and Templecrone.
Rosie Russell, passed away at the end of
April. Sincere condolences have been If you are reading this article, and are not
expressed to her family. Our MU committee a member of Groomsport MU, you will be
and members provided a gracious funeral very welcome to attend as a guest.
tea which we know was much appreciated.

Mae - Branch Leader
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Vestry Notes – June 2019
Hester was thanked for her work in helping
source the candlesticks presented to us
by Groomsport Presbyterian Church.
Dorothy Anne and her team were thanked
for the wonderful tea following the Joint
Dedication Service.

will commence on 22 July and will last
approximately 10 weeks.
Rectory fencing panels have been replaced
and water ingress at the Church and the
Halls has been sorted.
The Rector and Barry attended an excellent
course on GDPR – this has greatly clarified
what remains to be done to ensure we are
fully GDPR compliant.
The Vestry has been given a document
called ”Changing Attitude Ireland” to
peruse over the Summer.
Elaine will attend a meeting on 13 June to
find out future Storehouse plans.

The Duck Derby was a great success,
raising £618 , as was the Art Exhibition,
raising £810.
Work on the ramp and store at the Church
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Following on from the Parish Survey carried
out in 2015, the Rector is putting together
a Strategy team, made up of Vestry and
Non- Vestry members. They will have an
away day/morning to consider plans for
the future of the Parish.
There will be an Extraordinary Vestry
Meeting on Tuesday 25 June to discuss
tenders for the store and ramp.

Groomsport Parish Church

Events Update
Duck Derby – 1st June 2019

We held our second Duck Derby and Family
BBQ on Saturday 1 June at the Scout
Centre in Crawfordsburn Country Park.
Despite the stormy weather predictions the
sun shone as we all made our way down
to the stream in the Park. Over 500 little
yellow ducks were catapulted in and the
race began to much cheering and laughter.
The Rector in his wellies, helped by some
of the children and parents, coaxed the
ducks along and helped dislodge them
when they got stuck in the rocks. Noel
was at the finish line catching the winners
and valiantly trying to save the rest of the
ducks from ending up in the Irish Sea.

Groomsport Parish Church

After the Derby we headed back to the
Scout Centre for a BBQ of burgers and
hotdogs, ably prepared by Billy, Charlie
and Noel. The Rector presented the eight
prizes with the first prize of a Car Valet ,
kindly donated by Mellons, going to Elaine
and the prize for last duck home, a gift
voucher, to Jenny Craythorne. It seems
it does pay to come last!
We had a super day blessed by great
weather, water in the stream for the ducks
and great company. Many thanks to all who
helped and supported this family event.
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PARISH CRAFT FAIR
Saturday 17 August was the village Eagle Cake table and sweets for our sweet table.
Wing Festival. We decided to hold a Craft They also offered teas and coffees and
held a Ballot.
Fair to mark the special day.
24 crafters from as far as Newcastle
and Antrim joined us to display their
crafts. All crafts were handmade. Such
a variety was on show : natural soaps,
bath bombs, pebble art, sea glass pictures,
painted glassware, original paintings,
knitted toys, cards, jewellery, wooden
models, , pyrography, dry needle felt work,
cross stitch , live succulents, ceramics,
photographic prints, paper quilling ,
keyrings and jams. Members of the
Church provided cakes for our Church
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There were very many visitors to the Fair
and they all seemed to enjoy their visit.
A frequent question was “When is the
next one?”
So a big THANK YOU to everyone who
helped in any way towards the success
of the Fair.
Zandra

Groomsport Parish Church

Join Us
Sunday

Sunday School
Maggie Townsley
maggie@groomsportparishchurch.org

The Colander Girls
Maggie Townsley
maggie@groomsportparishchurch.org

Thursday

Monday

Evergreens

Mothers’ Union

Valerie Boyd
valerie@groomsportparishchurch.org

Mae Burke - 07810 440492

Chattering Needles

Groomsport Parish Art Class

Jenny Craythorne – 07748580541

Stuart Tanner - 07411 178230
Carole Barbosa - 07473 939499

Select Vestry Meeting
Heather Pentland

Chess Club

heather@groomsportparishchurch.org

Mark Seidman - 028 91467950
mark@patientendurance.co.uk

Tuesday
Tai Chi For Health
Janet Wilson - 07703360385

Groomsport & District
Gardening Club
Yvonne McIlmail - 028 9146 9420

Wednesday
Scrabble
Elaine Lester - 07791 569432
elaine@groomsportparishchurch.org

MoJo Club
Elaine Lester - 07791 569432
elaine@groomsportparishchurch.org

Bible Study
The Rector - 028 9146 4476
Groomsport Parish Church

Masonic Lodge
Secretary Graham Eve
evega@talktalk.net

Saturday

Walking For Softies
Ian Sloan
ian@groomsportparishchurch.org
Zandra Sloan
zandra@groomsportparishchurch.org
Please note that Table Tennis no longer takes
place on a Thursday. However the equipment
it there and anyone that whishes to us it please
contact
Gary@groomsportparishchurch.org
If you would like to get involved please contact
the person in charge of the activity for more
information. Alternatively visit...
www.groomsportparishchurch.org
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Forthcoming Events - 2019

An Evening with

THE RAVEN MICKS
Friday 18 October 2019
7.30pm - Canon Tyney Hall

At great expense we have persuaded this mega
famous band to return to perform live for us.

Tell your family and friends.
Judging by last time, tickets will be flying off
the shelves!!
Available from Friday 13th September from
Heather (07834 771075) or Church Wardens.

ts
Ticke

£10
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 2nd
OUR NOW FAMOUS BOOK FAIR STARTS AT 10.00 am
All the regular stalls, cake competition and wonderful refreshments.
Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church
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Saturday 30 November - 10.00 – 12.00
It seems very strange to be reading about our Christmas Fair in September, but as the Fair is

our biggest annual fundraiser we want you to “SAVE the DATE ,” begin gathering up items for
the stalls and mention the Fair to friends and family.
Please note the change of time this year!
At the Review meeting in January it was agreed the following stalls would be available with
some other new ideas -more details in October.

•

Craft Stall

•

This year the Silver and White stall will
become the Gold and Red Stall so please

support this stall to make it as eye catching

as in past years.
•

Jewellery stall. (No scarves or handbags

•

Chutneys and Jams (including home- made

please)

•

Children’s Toys (in pristine condition only

•

Unused gifts

•

Cake Stall

•

Tombola.

•

Adopt a Friend

•

PLUS lots more

please.)

sweets which were so popular last year.)

If you are someone who has not been involved in helping at the Fair in previous years, please

give me a call and we shall have no problem in finding a task for you.

If you have any queries or indeed have any new ideas, please feel free to contact me on

07834 771075 or heather.pentland@hotmail.co.uk before the Stall Holders Meeting on Monday

9 September.

Thanking you in anticipation. Heather Pentland
CHRISTMAS FAIR STALL HOLDERS’ MEETING

Please note there will be a meeting for all stall holders in the Maxwell Hall on Monday 9 September

at 7.30pm, following the Events meeting at 6.30pm. (Please note the change of date.)
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WHAT ABOUT THE BIBLE
ST. PHILIP THE DEACON

There are six Festivals or Saints’ Days
during the months of September to
November. One of these (11 October)
commemorates St. Philip the Deacon, also
known as the Evangelist. He is one of
those briefly mentioned New Testament
figures (see Acts 6, 8 and 21), about whom
you may have heard, but probably know
very little.
In fact, Philip was a leader in the Jerusalem
church in the early days. He helped to
resolve a major controversy concerning
the welfare of widows and orphans (Acts 6).
However in the wake of violent persecution
he, along with other adherents to the new
faith, left the city to evangelise elsewhere.
Several episodes from Philip’s ministry,

show how the persecution and flight of
Christians from Jerusalem resulted, not
in a weakening of the Gospel, but rather
in its expansion across the area and the
wider Roman empire.
Acts 8 records that Philip first went
to Samaria, where he healed the sick,
exorcised the unclean spirits and converted
many of the Samaritans who were scorned
by the Jews. One of these was Simon the
magician. Best known perhaps, is Philip’s
encounter with and subsequent baptism of,
a high official from the Queen of Ethiopia.
He next appears in the Philistine city of
Azotus “and passing on he preached the
Gospel to all the towns till he came to
Caesarea”.
Philip eventually settled in Caesarea
(Acts 21), where he provided lodgings
for Paul and Luke during their stay there.
Interestingly, the latter noted that Philip had
“four unmarried daughters who prophesied”
the Gospel, just like their father.
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Stirling:

There &
Back Again

Perhaps you are one of the people who left
home at eighteen to go to university; something
that now a days is considered at the very least a
strongly recommended pathway or at most the
only pathway to be chosen. However, despite
university involving large decisions and even
larger changes I find myself shocked at the
thought that I am, in three weeks, returning
to Stirling for my second year.
Despite considering myself well prepared
through years of watching 80s college
movies, which taught me that parties would
be happening every night and living off of ready
meals somehow left you with a six pack, I found
myself agreeing with what my parents had been
saying all of the summer before my departure
as they taught me how to cook, clean and
essentially live on my own; the movies were a
bit exaggerated.

However, as I mentioned, there were certain
problems; my course of study is Cell Biology
but I was required to pick two additional
modules to expand upon my learning, of which
I picked Accounting and Economics and after
the fifth graph before the first hour was up I
realised I had made a mistake. Unfortunately,
my stubbornness knows no bound and I
kept at it passed the deadline to change my
module choices and, in turn, had to use my
stubbornness to stick at it for the rest of the year.
Luckily, my actual course of study Cell Biology,
involved many lectures that I loved but am sure
my classmates in Accounting and Economics
would find as equally frustrating as I did the
lectures of their courses; lectures on how
mitochondria were first introduced to cells
via symbiosis during our prokaryotic states,
allowing us to turn into our more evolved
eukaryotic states. Have I lost you yet?
On top of greatly enjoying my lectures I also
found myself surprisingly enjoying living in my
halls of residence, as well as all of the trials that
comes with living on my own; I enjoyed finding
new ways to cook my meals in a nice but cheap
way, teaching my flatmate how to cook things
other than pot noodles, catching up on reading
whilst my washing finished, walking along the
aforementioned history rich streets to go get
my weekly shop etc.
I have enjoyed my three months at home and, as
I said at the beginning, am shocked I am soon
to return to Stirling, but am looking forward to
the beginning of my second year; trials and all.

Billy Pollock

The first year was not without its trials but I
found myself enjoying it greatly, partly thanks
to my extreme luck in choice of location; Stirling
is a town of equal size to Bangor with a rich
history contained within the town’s streets and
halls of Stirling Castle. I was also lucky in that
I, without realising, had also picked the same
university as several of my close friends from
school so I did not have the usual experience of
finding myself admist strangers whilst missing
my friends.
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A Chance Encounter

In September last year a chance encounter However, I did finish 5th and got a world
led me to a wonderful, once in a lifetime ranking of 5th seed in the world. Not too
experience at the Blind Tennis World shabby at all. Hopefully I will get further
Championships in Spain. In June of this year next year. Although I was disappointed, my
Team Ireland Blind Tennis Squad travelled coach Neil was thrilled. It’s every coach’s
to the world championships in Benidorm. dream to go to world championships and
There were 18 countries represented at the have a world seeded player. I met loads of
tournament and Ireland did very well, with interesting people from all over the world
two players getting through to the quarter and it was wonderful. So, in reality, that one
finals and one player getting through to the chance encounter with that one particular
semi finals. I was lucky enough to make person brought a world full of friends.
it through to the semi-finals but despite
Helen Kennedy
playing well, I didn’t make the medals.
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Lines from a Parish Magazine
I am a loyal Anglican,

To pick the best from every school

A Rural Dean and Rector;

The object of my art is,

I keep a wife and pony-trap,

And steer a middle course between

I wear a chest protector.

The two contending parties.

I should not like my name to be

My own opinions would no doubt

Connected with a party;

Be labelled ‘High’ by many;

But still my type of service is

But all know well I could not wish

Extremely bright and hearty.

To give offence to any.

Of course one has to keep abreast

One ought, I’m certain, to produce

Of changing times and manners;

By gradual education

A Harvest Festival we keep,

A tone of deeper Churchmanship

With Special Psalms and banners;

Throughout the population.

A Flower-Service in July,

There are, I doubt not, even here

A Toy-Fund Intercession,

Things to be done in plenty;

And when the hens lay well, we hope

But still – you know the ancient saw –

To start an Egg-Procession.

‘Festina lentè – lentè’

My wife and I composed a form

I humbly feel that my success,

For dedicating hassocks,

My power of attraction,

Which (slightly changed) we also use

Is mainly due to following

For surplices and cassocks;

This golden rule of action:

Our Bishop, when we sent it for

‘See us from all men’s point of view,

His Lordship’s approbation,

Use all men’s eyes to see with,

Remarked: ‘A very primitive

And never preach what anyone

And pleasing compilation’.

Could ever disagree with.’

G. W. E. RUSSELL
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Book Stall for September, October & November
I hope you have had an enjoyable and restful
summer. Despite the pause in contributions to
the stall many new titles have been added from
the store so do keep looking. One exception
that I can make to the restriction on further
contributions is children’s books – I can always
accommodate more of those and they go very
quickly at the book fairs.
The next Book Fair will be Saturday November
2nd, the week before I will accept more books,
until then however storage capacity is at its
absolute limit. I have a great many non-fiction
books in store so no more of those thank you,
just fiction, preferably paper backs, children’s
books and books on the Christian Faith.
Susan Hill – A Question of Identity.
I had not read any Susan Hill
novels before finding this but as
a fan of the detective story I was
attracted by the very positive
reviews I saw. The story takes
place in Lafferton, a fictional
cathedral city, where a bizarre
murder of an elderly woman
takes place. Searching old
records police discover a similar historical case
where the suspected murderer was acquitted,
they think they are on to their man until they
discover that the previous suspect, Alan Keyes,
has no documentation whatsoever with his
name on; he has no family, no dental records,
no birth certificate; he apparently doesn’t
exist! When a second murder takes place in a
similarly unusual way the race is on to find this
extraordinary murderer. This is number seven
in the Simon Serailler series and I confidently
predict that you will be tempted, like me to read
others. In fact, I confess that I have now read
every Simon Serailler novel written thus far, I
love them. The back story of Simon’s family,
sister, father and his own rather restricted love
life are a major part of each story and I found I
wanted to follow this trail as much as I wanted
to engage with the crimes involved.
The Murder of Harriet Monckton by Elizabeth Haynes

Despite being another murder story I must
make it clear that this is very different from
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the Susan Hill story. Elizabeth
Haynes is a former police
intelligence analyst and has
retold the true account of the
death of Harriet Monckton, who,
at twenty-three was a woman
of respectable parents and
religious habits but who was
nevertheless murdered and
found in the privy behind the church where she
worshipped. To add to the horror of her story
at the time, she was found at her autopsy to
be six months pregnant. The police discovered
that she had friendships with at least three men
and a close companion in a fellow teacher Miss
Francis Williams. These four were all regarded
as suspects and Elizabeth Haynes tells her story
through the voices of these four people. As we
progress through the book we realise that none
of these voices is entirely reliable. This is a story
where almost everyone has something to hide
and Haynes has reconstructed it with a growing
feeling of menace. This is a large hard-backed
book of almost five hundred pages, so probably
not for travelling. It is of necessity slow going
at times but the story, though tragic, is a good
one and I join with Elizabeth Haynes wish that
she hopes she has done Harriet proud.
Dubliners by James Joyce.

This surely needs no
introduction or review from
me. Dubliners is a collection
of fifteen short stories written
in 1914 at a time of a rise in
Irish nationalism. All set in
Dublin they deal with a range of
situations and people but have
in common reaching a point in
their life of understanding or
illumination. Most of the stories are less than
ten pages long and so quite a good read at
bedtime and the paperback itself, not in perfect
condition is slim and small, this one is ideal as
a travelling companion.
The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspeth Huxley.

Elspeth Huxley recalls her childhood at the turn
of the last century, growing up on a small farm
in Kenya. In fact as the story recounts, it was
Groomsport
Parish
Church
Groomsport
Parish
Church

not a farm when they arrived,
rather:…a bit of El Dorado my father
had been fortunate enough to
buy in the bar of the Norfolk
hotel from a man wearing an
Old Etonian tie.
The recalled detail, the beautiful
depiction of the land and alien
heat all create a powerful atmosphere in this
book and it is a most enjoyable read of an
adventurous and free childhood among the
Kikuyu and Masai people.
Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn
Many people enjoyed the
book for which Gillian Flynn
is better known, “Gone Girl”. I
did not share that opinion but
nevertheless, thought I would
give Gillian Flynn another go.
This in fact is her first novel and
I found it gripping and terrifying
in equal measure. It deals with
the oppressiveness of small
town life in America as Camille Preaker, working
as a reporter in Chicago, returns to the mansion
shared by her mother and her stepfather. She is
on a business trip but calling at home and the
response of her mother to her arrival sets the
scene for a gradually revealed nightmare. She is
disturbed by the strange thirteen year old halfsister she had barely known and slowly starts
to examine her own past as the dysfunctional
family prevails upon her once more.

he did later admit that the story might help
older children to accept the meaning of the
crucifixion. I read this to my children when they
were approaching the end of primary school
and I think we were all moved by it.
The Life of Our Lord by Charles Dickens.
This is a beautiful little hardbacked book in perfect
condition. Dickens wrote this
for his own children and did
not want it to be published; I
think we all must be grateful
that his family decided,
long after his death, that it
should be shared with a wider
audience. There is no literary
genius at work here, simply a father sharing
the precious story with his children. It begins:My Dear Children, I am very anxious that you
should know something about the History of
Jesus Christ. For everyone ought to know about
Him. No one ever lived who was so good, so
kind, so gentle, and so sorry for all people who
did wrong or were in any way ill or miserable,
as He was.
The book ends with two prayers written by
Dickens for his children’s use. This is an
absolute gem of a little book.
Finally enjoy your reading as the nights lengthen
and don’t forget to put the date of the Book
Fair in your diary!

Carol

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis.

A classic for children that I am
delighted to add to the shelves.
Indeed if there are any adults
who have not read it I cannot
recommend it too highly. The
fantasy written about four
children evacuated during
the Second World War to a
large, old house inhabited by
a professor is an allegory of
Christ’s crucifixion. Although Lewis initially
denied that he had set about to write that,
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Thoughts of a Blow In...
Although we have had some of that ‘four
seasons in one day’ weather, it hasn’t been a
bad summer by any means and we even have a
few weeks to go! In July there was even enough
clement weather to get those non-essential
items like blankets and cushion covers washed
and out on the line to dry. Always a bonus!
Any spells of sunshine from this point on are
very welcome to brace us for the winter months
and help us feel like our local climate is not one
long rainy season. Having said that, looking at
the floods some people over the water have
suffered in the recent extremes of weather over
there, we can count ourselves very lucky, really.
We are still in the summer holiday season as I
write this and I’m looking forward to hear about
everyone’s time away on their return. This year,
such anecdotes will vary from friends who are
taking their usual breaks in Donegal to others
who are on a trip of a lifetime to Australia! I can’t
wait to hear all about that adventure. The little
ones next door are only just back from their
summer holiday, so no doubt in the next few
days, they’ll be popping round to tell me all

about their time away while putting in requests
for cake!
Here at home, we have the annual festival with
music coming up in Groomsport to look forward
to, plus the ongoing Open House Festival in
Bangor. With all the very popular and varied
events it puts on, it has become very much
a regular feature of August, which really does
give the place a bit of a pleasant buzz.
Of course, as we approach the end of the
summer, we are coming towards those weeks
when students are eagerly (or worriedly) awaiting
results of important exams. I’m already keeping
my fingers crossed for the children of friends
and neighbours. Hopefully, everyone will pass
with flying colours to get on to the next stage
of their education!
Speaking of the upcoming change in the season,
I came across these words by John Ruskin, the
Victorian art critic and writer. Hopefully, his
philosophical point of view will help us prepare
for the winter ahead!

Cynthia

“Summer is delicious, rain is refreshing,
wind braces up, snow is exhilarating;
there is no such thing as bad weather, only
different kinds of good weather.”
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PrayerRoom
Some prayers from the 2019 fishing net:-

Our hearts and prayers go out to the people of Paris and those who
worship at Notre Dame.
Our Lord, please remember our dear friend, whose life was
transformed in a second last summer. Support her hour by hour, day
by day, month by month. Amen.
Thank you Father for all the doctors and nurses who care enough
to help people who are sick in body or mind. Let us be thankful for
them.
Thank you Lord for an answer to prayer. For health and strength for
all our lives, young and old.
Dear God, I pray that once Brexit is over this country can live in
Peace, so the troubles don’t start again.
Heavenly Father, I pray you will be with Sophie. Give her the
strength to get well. Be with those who are worried about her,
especially her Mum.
Thank you Lord. All I have needed your hand has provided.
Walk with me. Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow. Don’t walk
behind me I may not lead. Just walk beside me and be my friend.

Amen
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